
MINUTES OF THE ECWBA COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23RD JULY 2025 

AT THE MILLENNIUM HALL, GREAT BADDOW AT 2.00PM 

 

PRESIDENT’S OPENING REMARKS: Colleen thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 

A minute silence was held for in remembrance of Brig Gunn (Mersea Island and Past President 

ECWBA) and Jan Moller (Dunmow) 

APOLOGIES:  Received from Janice Fortune, Pat Barrett, Marie Houlding Maria Nicholls, Bocking 

Alliance, Silver End, Brentwood inc. Central Essex, Happy Valley, Maldon, Gidea Park, Ingatestone, 

Courtauld Halstead, Woodford, Rainham, Dovercourt, Thorpe le Soken, Wanstead Central, 

Upminster, Carreras, Danbury, Loughton, Holland on Sea and The Springhouse. 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: These were agreed and signed. 

Proposed by: Kim Wiggins   Seconded by: Jean Saunders 

MATTERS ARISING: 

 A nomination for B Area Selector had been received for Maria Nicholls (Pitsea Riverview) 

which has been accepted.  The positions of Senior Vice-President and Junior Vice-President 

remain vacant. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

 A thank you had been received from Jenny Paternoster for the card and cheque presented 

to her on retiring as B Area Selector due to ill health. 

Numerous emails, letters and phone calls have been received and dealt with this season which cover 

the following topics:- 

 The 2 Wood Singles draw. 

 Non-compliance with the County Dress Code. 

 The state of some bowling greens. 

 Offering a choice of rinks for county competitions. 

 Umpires not being conversant with the ladies’ rules for competitions. 

 Correct procedures and the code of conduct not being respected. 

 Extreme heat. 

 The walk overs being given before the first game and some in later rounds.  Several ladies 

have incurred a ban in 2026 from the competitions they withdrew from as they had already 

played a game. 

COMPETITION PORTAL: 

The competition by-laws have been re-written to reflect the use of the competition portal and it is 

very important that everyone playing or administering competitions read it carefully, because any 

player not conforming to any clause is liable to disqualification.  Once the revised by-laws have been 

checked again they will be emailed to clubs.  They will be on the competition portal and printed in 

the County handbook. 



It is anticipated that the competition portal will be open for entries on the 1st October 2025 and will 

close on 31st December 2025.  Bowls England have increased the entry fees for the Championship 

competitions to £4.05 for 2026.  The County will be absorbing this increase so the entry fees for the 

County Competitions will remain the same for next year. 

CLUB REGISTRATION, AFFILIATIONS, HANDBOOKS AND PATRONS: 

These forms will be issued as soon as Bowls England have notified us of their requirement for 2026 

and the fee will be adjusted accordingly.  Last year this was £10.10, so there will be a small increase.  

Handbooks will be £4.00 and every competitor should have one.  Essex Patrons will be a £1. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Jenny Hyland reported that: 

 Current Account balance £4366.00 Deposit Account which includes £2500.00 Thelma 

Herring Fund, £35500.00.  These funds are healthy, but they have to cover the expenses to 

the end of the year, which include those for the National Championships at Leamington. 

 Essex WI have accepted our invitation for two ladies to attend our Annual County Luncheon.  

Verity Brome (Federation Treasurer) will be attending for the fourth year and Moyra Jackson 

(Federation Chair) is also coming again. 

 Colleen Moss attended the WI AGM.  Colleen reported that the two speakers were excellent 

and the hospitality very good.  She had the opportunity to speak to various people during 

the lunch break and help to promote our sport.  We are getting good vibes that the Essex WI 

may continue their sponsorship next year.  This year the WI will be sponsoring our County 

Finals and Unfinished Finals days, so no green fees will be collected.  The promotional 

banner will be displayed. 

 Jenny Hyland has spoken to Valance Bowls regarding the sales of our county clothing and 

everything is going well. 

200 CLUB 

1st Prize: £69.60  No. 21  Rebecca Smith (Clockhouse) 

2nd Prize: £46.40 No. 25  Angela Head (Upminster) 

3rd Prize: £29.00 No. 101  Shoebury Park B.C. 

Proposed by: Sylvia Bloomfield    Seconded by: Shirley Beavis 

BENEVOLENT REPORT: Brenda Bowyer reported that: 

 The account has a healthy balance of £9221.30. 

 Marks and Spencer went offline and Brenda was unable to order the flowers instore.  Using 

the company Bloom & Wild was successful.  As we had extremely hot weather orchid plants 

were sent instead of bouquets, which the ladies were delighted to receive. 

 A successful Benevolent Triples Day was held on the 10th July.  Brenda thanked the ladies 

who attended this fun day and the clubs for giving up their greens for the day.  The host 

clubs did a great job supplying teas/coffees and other refreshments.  The monies raised 

from the raffle is shared between the County Benevolent Fund and the President’s Charity, 

Cancer Research UK. 

Proposed by: Pauline Adams    Seconded by: Carolyn Barry 

 



BOWLS ENGLAND REPORT: 

 Bowls England confirmed that the 2026 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow will be played 

indoors, but the team will be selected by Bowls England. 

 The 2027 World Championships will be held at Royal Leamington Spa for two weeks in July. 

 The Aviva National Finals take place in August and there will be 23 free sessions on different 

subjects relating to Bowls.  If you are interested, please look on the Bowls England website 

for information and times of the subjects. 

 Talks are ongoing regarding the amalgamation of the Outdoor and Indoor Associations.  This 

is the only information we have so far. 

Proposed by: Dot Pope     Seconded by: Pauline Naylor 

PRESIDENT’S DAY TRIP: 

2 ladies have recently had to withdraw from the outing so there are 2 places available if anyone 

would like them.  (Post meeting note: these places have now been filled) 

There are 5 tickets available for the Theatre visit only at £10 each.  Please contact Colleen Moss if 

you are interested. 

We are looking forward to visiting Green Island Gardens and enjoying a ploughman’s lunch, then 

going to the Westcliffe Theatre in Clacton on Sea for their summer spectacular. 

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT 2025:  Reminder that the nominations for the ECWBA Certificate of Merit for 

2025 must be received by Jill Polley by the 31st July 2025. 

COUNTY LUNCHEON 2025: 

This will be held on Wednesday 8th October 2025 at Stock Brook Golf and Country Club, Billericay.  

Booking forms have been sent out to clubs.  Reservations with dietary requirements to Jill Polley by 

31st August 2025.  Tickets are £37 and payments can be made by cheque or BACS.  Names for ladies 

wishing to attend through the Thelma Herring fund should be sent to Jill Polley. 

Menu: 

Starter: Wild Mushroom Arancini finished with a tarragon veloute sauce.  Dietary option: Melon 

Main Course: Corn fed Chicken, micro basil, pesto, sundried tomato roulade, garlic and herb crushed 

potatoes, roasted bouquet of fine green beans, red wine jus. 

Dietary option: Garlic & Thyme grilled butternut squash steak, creamy pomme puree, roasted 

bouquet of fine green beans, red wine jus. 

Dessert: Banoffee Pie with double cream & lemon balm.  Dietary option: fresh fruit salad. 

Tea, coffee, mints. 

NOMINATIONS FOR 2026: 

Nominations for ALL County Officers to go to Jill Polley by the 15th September 2025.  We are looking 

for a PRESIDENT, SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENT AND JUNIOR VICE-PRESIDENT. 

Wendy Buckingham will not be standing for re-election so we will be looking for a C AREA SELECTOR.  

Wendy is sad to go as she has enjoyed working with the selection team and players. 



Pat Barrett will do one more year as C AREA SECRETARY, but would like someone who is interested 

in taking over the role in 2027 to work with her next year. 

COUNTY FINALS: 

The final of the County Singles was played last Sunday.  Brenda Bowyer 11, Rebecca Smith 21.  After 

an excellent game Rebecca is our County Singles Champion this year. 

The following will be played at Colchester West End on Saturday 26th July. 

AM: Semi-finals 2 Wood Singles: Rebecca Smith (Clockhouse) v Jacqui Miller (Rochford)                                                                    

Leah Bamford (Braintree) v Shirley Monk (Buckhurst Hill).  These will be followed by the final. 

Pairs: Sian Hunter, Debbie Martin (Frinton) v Lynn Farrugia, Hayley Kenny (Clockhouse) 

Senior Fours: Jane Preston, Debbie Walmsley, Michelle Squires, Janice Fortune (Clockhouse) v                                                        

Sue Charles, Karen Burns, Julie Watkins, Jackie Stephens (Buckhurst Hill) 

PM: Final of the Top Club: Connaught v Clockhouse 

The following will be played at Colchester West End on Sunday 27th July. 

AM: Fours: Hayley Kenny, Michelle Carlin, Michelle Squires, Rebecca Smith (Clockhouse) v                                                  

Sarah de Cort, Glynis Burridge, Dawn Warwick, Debra Rose (Rayleigh) 

PM: Triples: Laura Robinson, Elaine Score, Emma Chapman (Essex County) v                                                                               

Hayley Kenny, Michelle Carlin, Rebecca Smith (Clockhouse) 

DATES FOR 2026:  Jill cannot verify the dates for 2026 until Bowls England have confirmed all their 

dates.  At this moment in time the dates for 2025 can be used as a rough guide. 

A.O.B. 

REMINDER: PATRONS’ DAY: This will be held on Friday 12th September 2025 at 1.00 for 1.30pm.  

Applications to Sue Harrington by 16th August 2025 with £10 per Patron or £11 per non-Patron 

(green fees are included).  Please state your preferred venue, either Loughton B.C. or Maldon B.C. 

DRESS CODE: Skorts are not an approved style of clothing for the ECWBA so they may not be worn 

for County Competitions. 

THANKS TO THE CHAIR: Proposed by: Pauline Mount  Seconded by: Shirley Beavis 

MEETING CLOSED AT: 3.00pm. 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE THE ECWBA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON WEDNESDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 

2025 AT THE MILLENNIUM HALL, RECREATION GROUND, GREAT BADDOW, CM2 9RL AT 2.00PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


