
MINUTES OF THE ECWBA COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH APRIL 2026 

AT THE MILLENNIUM HALL, GREAT BADDOW AT 2.00PM 

PRESIDENT’S OPENING REMARKS: President Dot welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked  

them for coming. 

A minute silence was held in remembrance of Rose Kerridge (Colchester West End), Jan Walker 

(Chelmsford), Pat Ellis (Haynes Park), Ursula Hawkins (Runwell Hospital), June Myers (Silverthorn), 

Sheila Purser (South Woodham Ferrers), Jean Platt (Elsenham), Joan Darby and Margaret 

Chadderton (Fairwood).   

The details for Jean Platt’s funeral are on the county website or available from Jill after the meeting 

today. 

APOLOGIES: Received from Jane Preston, Pat Barrett, Thorpe le Soken, Brightlingsea, Falcon, 

Connaught, Great Wakering, South Benfleet & Canvey, Hockley and Clacton. 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING: These were agreed and signed. 

Proposed by: Kim Wiggins  Seconded by: Jackie Barham-Holt 

MATTERS ARISING: 

 The positions of Senior Vice-President and Junior Vice-President still remain vacant. 

 Since the ECWBA AGM the vacant position of C Area Selector had been filled by Sheila 

Brickel (Great Baddow). 

 Ford Sports (Basildon) was due to close in June 2026, but will remain open for the rest of the 

season. 

 Rita Fabbri (Stock & Buttsbury) is now more involved with coaching, so will not be taking 

over as County Points Coordinator.  Christine Vernon (Woodford) has offered to keep the 

points records up to date.  Jill would like to thank the two ladies who also came forward. 

COMPETITION PORTAL: 

 Entries to the County Competitions closed on the 31st January 2026.  There had been an 

increase in entries for the Championship Singles, Pairs, Triples, Senior Fours, Junior Singles 

and Junior Pairs.  There had been significant decreases in entries for the Championship 2 

Wood Singles -29, County Unbadged Singles -33 and County Unbadged Pairs – 27.  Entries to 

the other competitions are down slightly.  Players must be conversant with the County 

Competition By-laws before playing their competitions.  Disqualification will result if these 

are not followed. 

 There had been many and varied problems with the setting up of the competition portal.  

Dave Jarrold had spent a lot of time solving them.  Many of the issues could have been 

avoided if the detailed instructions that were issued on how to register and enter the 

competitions had been followed.  70 entries had been made by men on behalf of their 

partner, so the computer automatically recognised the email address and moved the 

information to the report for the Essex men.   

 If you are unsure what to do you must contact Dave Jarrold (07771 882595) BEFORE you do 

anything.  It is often very complicated and maybe impossible to fix afterwards.  This is 

particularly relevant if results of matches are entered incorrectly.  A “How to enter the 

match results,” is currently being produced.  This will be emailed to clubs and published on 

the website as soon as it is available. 



 To enter the competitions next year Ladies must create and use their own email address, 

even if someone else does it for you. 

 Champion of Champions:  In order to eliminate the problems encountered this year there 

will be a space on the Registration/Affiliation Form A for the club secretary to enter the 

name of their Ladies Singles Champion.  Club champions wishing to enter the County 

Champion of Champions will make the entry themselves.  The County Competition Secretary 

will be able to confirm their eligibility using Form A.  

 County Top Club and Albert Crabb will be the only competition entries to be made by the 

club secretary or club contact. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

 Change of Match Secretary for Aldersbrook – Chris Barnes.  Tel: 07938 818849.  Email: 

barnes.aldersbrookbc@gmail.com 

 Change of Secretary for RHP – Jane Gray.  Tel: 07790 618205.  Email: 

pjane.gray@googlemail.com 

 Change of Secretary for Burnham Hillside – Diane Carter.  Tel: 07857 360244.  Email: 

dianecarter231965@gmail.com 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Jenny Hyland reported: 

 Deposit account currently £56,000 with £2500.00 of that allocated to the Thelma Herring 

Fund (this fund is to enable members to attend the annual luncheon if they are not able to 

afford to do so).  Current account currently £2004.26. 

 Affiliations are down this year – 2165 compared to 2224 last year.  Affiliations to Bowls 

England of £15,912.75 and to the EBA of £541.25 are still to be paid.  The actual income to 

the ECWBA is £6278.50 for affiliations and £779.95 for administration. 

 To date we had not received a full breakdown of the competition fees paid.  The EBA had 

paid £7762.55 in advance.  For this year only, the EBA will pay all the Credit Company 

charges.  Once we have all the figures, the way forward will be decided. 

 £1500 sponsorship had been received from the Essex WI.  Dot Pope will represent the 

ECWBA at their AGM in May, where the guest speaker will be Sewing Bee Judge Patrick 

Grant. 

 200 Club ticket sales are down this year - 83 compared to a bumper 116 last year.  £415 each 

for the ECWBA and Prize money.  An alphabetical list of entries by surname is on the 

website, so please check your entry. 

 The order for the new shirt to be worn by the Johns Trophy, Walker Cup, Amy Rose teams 

and the ladies representing Essex at the National Championships, costing £2625.00 had been 

made through Rink 66.  This will be reclaimed when the squad members pay for their items.  

We are very grateful to Rink 66 who are sponsoring our Amy Rose team.  Additionally, Jenny 

had been told by Jane Preston that Mitch Brenner of Wanstead Central will be donating 

£1000 towards the cost of this clothing.  Apparently he did the same for the Essex men.  This 

money will enable a discount on this initial order.  Hopefully delivery will be early May. 

 Valence Bowls will continue to supply our County Friendly shirt with the red/gold trim and 

the white fleeces, with or without sleeves.  The shirt with the three stripes will be 

discontinued for outdoor play, but the ladies playing indoors will still be able to purchase 

this from Valence Bowls. 

 The same advertisers as last year had supported us and we thanked them for this.  £290 had 

been collected to go towards the cost of the handbook.   
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200 Club 

1st Prize £49.80  No. 50  Janice Fortune (Clockhouse) 

2nd Prize £33.20  No. 44  Rebecca Smith (Clockhouse) 

3rd Prize £20.75  No. 33  Thorpe le Soken B.C. 

Proposed by: Carolyn Barry   Seconded by: Hazel Greneski 

BENEVOLENT REPORT: Brenda Bowyer reported: 

 Since agreeing at the AGM held last November to add bereaved ladies to our benefactors, 

sadly there had been 1 request. 

 Although it isn’t good to hear that our ladies are unwell, Brenda was pleased to know that 

clubs were still requesting gifts outside of the season. 

 Five requests had been made for ladies injured or ill.  Current account stands at £478.80.  

The Deposit account benefitted from £91.64 interest and stands at £9091.64.  The interest 

will be transferred to the Current account. 

 Although the accounts are in a healthy position, we still need our ladies to support the 

Benevolent Triples Day which is on Thursday 9th July 2026.  This day supports the Benevolent 

Fund and the President’s Charity, which this year is the Essex Air Ambulance.  The money 

raised from the raffle being divided equally between them. 

Proposed by: Maria Nicholls   Seconded by: Janice Fortune 

BOWLS ENGLAND REPORT: 

 At the Bowls England AGM in February the new President was inaugurated, Kim Harris from 

Devon.  Sue Bard-Bodek from Suffolk is the Eastern Region Vice-President.  Both posts last 

for 3 years and are decided by the Board of B.E.  A special resolution had been passed to 

allow this. 

 After 6 years as Chairman, David Tucker stood down and Jonathon Doust was appointed as 

the new Chairman. 

 One of the items that really may affect us is the amalgamation of Bowls England and the 

English Indoor Association.  The main point of difference is how the clubs are contacted.  

B.E. goes through the County Associations and EIBA goes directly to the clubs.  When this 

was questioned it was said that the new Association would probably go directly to the clubs, 

therefore leaving the County Associations to look after the Competitions.  This didn’t go 

down well with the attendees. 

 The Bowls Big Summer was the main topic at the County update meeting.  A Roadshow had 

been arranged for April 24th 2026 at the Falcon Bowling Club, to go through the main points 

of running a Bowls Big Summer day.  All clubs will be invited to this Roadshow. 

Proposed by: Kim Wiggins   Seconded by: Janice Fortune 

PRESIDENT’S DAY TRIP: 

43 ladies are booked to join Dot Pope on her day trip to Kent on Tuesday 28th July 2026.  Jill has 6 

places remaining.  The cost of £65 includes the coach, fish and chips at the Pilot Inn at Dungeness, a 

ride on the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Light Railway and gratuities.  Balances must be paid by 

the 31st May 2026.  We are looking forward to a successful day out. 



SELECTION: JOHNS TROPHY AND WALKER CUP: 

The following ladies had been invited to attend a trial on Saturday 16th May 2026 at 9.30 for 

10.00am at Braintree B.C.  This will be a full day, so please bring a packed lunch.  Other refreshments 

will be available.  Supporters will be welcome. 

Braintree  Leah Bamford, Serena Madgewick, Evie Mills, Alison Smart                                                                   

Buckhurst Hill  Sue Charles, Jackie Stephens                                                                    

Clockhouse  Michelle Carlin, Lynn Farrugia, Janice Fortune, Hayley Kenny, Rebecca Smith, 

Michelle Squires, Debbie Walmsley                                                                                                                                                       

Dunmow  Debbie Sales                                                                                                                                              

Essex County  Emma Chapman, Sue Kemp, Laura Robinson, Elaine Score                                                                  

Frinton   Jo Patterson                                                                                                                                                    

Harlow   Diane Abel, Joanne Hurley                                                                                                                          

Harold Hill  Sally Garlick                                                                                                                                                      

Holland on Sea  June Linehan                                                                                                                                                     

Rayleigh  Sarah de Cort, Debra Rose, Dawn Warwick                                                                                               

Rochford  Brenda Bowyer                                                                                                                                                    

Silver End  Donna Law                                                                                                                                                         

Silverthorn  Sue Company                                                                                                                                                   

Stock & Buttsbury Rita Fabbri                                                                                                                                                          

The Springhouse Pauline Lowe                                                                                                                                                     

Wanstead Central Jackie Barham-Holt         

A trial match had been arranged versus Surrey.  This will be played on Sunday 24th May 2026 at West 

Wickham B.C. Kent, BR4 9BA at 10am.  The County wishes them a successful season. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

 Benevolent Triples entries to be sent to the Area Secretaries by the 20th June 2026. 

 Area Secretaries will collect the names of Badged Bowlers, Colts and those with County 

Badge Points who would like to play in the Intergroup Matches this year. 

 Nominations for the ECWBA Certificate of Merit must be received by Jill Polley by the 31st 

July 2026.  Successful recipients will receive their certificate at the Annual County Luncheon, 

being held on Wednesday 7th October 2026 at the Essex Barn, Channels Estate, Little 

Waltham, CM3 3PT at 11.15am. 

 Maureen Norgate announced that the first Johns Trophy match would be held at Essex 

County B.C. on Saturday 6th June 2026 at 11am.  The men will also be playing a round of the 

Middleton Cup on the other green, so there will be two interesting and lively matches to 

watch.  Supporters would be welcome. 

THANKS TO THE CHAIR: Proposed by: Kim Wiggins  Seconded by: Rose Holt 

MEETING CLOSED AT: 2.58pm 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 22ND JULY 2026 AT THE MILLENNIUM HALL, RECREATION 

GROUND, GREAT BADDOW, CM2 9RB AT 2.00PM.  

  


